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against all three. The one thing certain was that the electors were
tired of the Coalition and turned to the Conservative party, with its
promise of " tranquillity " after the storms and agitations of the pre-
vious years, as the only available alternative.
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A Coalition is almost invariably fatal to one or other of the parties
to it, and the manner in which the Conservative party extricated itself
from its partnership with Lloyd George and did so in the nick of time
to catch the reaction from a regime for which it had shared the responsi-
bility, takes rank as the master political operation of these times. Lloyd
George would have been more than human if he had not reflected
with some bitterness on the conduct of the men whom he and Bonar
Law had specially selected for their " reliability," men who could be
trusted not to desert or embarrass a Government at some moment of
difficulty ; and he might well have reminded them that their own.
leaders had been warm in support of certain of the operations of which
they chiefly complained, the Irish settlement for example, and even the
Chanak enterprise. But he had led them a giddy dance which they
did not all anticipate in December, 1918, and his peculiar Welsh genius,
with its flashes of insight and imagination, its sharp turns and twists,
its insatiable zest for the political game, its impatience of steady courses
and loose hold of orthodox principles, was ill-suited to the slower-
working intelligence of the solid business men who formed the bulk
of the Tory party. After four years he left them stunned and dazed
and ready to do anything for a quiet life.
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